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From the Principal  

Last week, you would have received a letter from me, together with the 

Bishopsô statement about the announcement  that the NSW Government is to 

cut  state government funding to Catholic systemic schools, such as Xavier 

College, by $24.5 million per year, from January 1st, 2013.  

 

This unprecedented action could have drastic consequences for the 

education of your child, both now and in the future, and I encourage you to 

contact your local State politician to raise your concerns.  

 

You will read and hear much debate about funding and Catholic schools, 

but there are some facts that cannot be denied, irrespective of whether the 

funding is State or  Federal:  

One in every five Australian students attends a Catholic school. 

According to the latest data provided by the Australian Governmentôs 

My School website, even with parental contributions included, 

Catholic schools operate at 90% of the recurrent resources of  

government schools. 

Catholic school students receive, on average, 20 per cent less 

government funding than students in government schools. 

Students with disability in Catholic schools receive less funding from 

government than if they were going to a government school. 
 

If government funding for Catholic schools does not keep pace with 

annual cost increases in schools, it is the same as a funding freeze. A 

funding freeze is a funding cut, and school fees will rapidly have to 

rise. 
 

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Parramatta have been committed to 

continuous improvement; school improvement is reviewed annually 

and has been in place for years. 
 

Public comments by Government continuously praise Catholic 

Education for its value for money and projects like the BER.  
 

It is important to remember that Catholic education has been provided  to  

NSW children for over 190 years, and all that is asked is that Governments 

be fair to parents and children when it comes to school funding.   It is every 

parents right to choose the schooling for their child, and this freedom of 

choice must be protected at all costs. 

 

Yours in Xavier,  

Tricia Maidens 
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From the Assistant Principal, John Ley 
 

The walkathon will take place on Friday.  It is a great opportunity for everyone to share a great day 

with their friends and it is the last opportunity to share such a day with Year 12.  Please continue to 

gather sponsorship and house points are on offer for the amounts collected. 

 

The inaugural Insignis winner will be announced at the final Year 12 assembly and will be the house 

with the most points.  Use the walkathon to maximise your houseôs chances.  The title Insignis was  

chosen for the winning house and is described in the following paragraph. 

 

Insignis  
When Saint Ignatius spoke about the sort of person he wished to draw into his company, the one he 

thought most able to build up Godôs Kingdom on this earth, the one he believed had most potential to 

do the greater good, he described that person as insignis.   It is a latin word meaning, ñimpressive,  

notable, distinguishedò. 

 

But for Ignatius, it meant even more.  For him, the insignis was an influential person, one who could 

shape opinions, inspire and persuade others, be a leaven in the community.  And, of course, all the 

change brought about by such a person would be for the better. 

 

John Ley 

Assistant Principal 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus The Teacher 
He never taught a lesson in a classroomé 

He had no tools to work with, no blackboards, maps or chartsé 

He used no subject outlines, kept no records, gave no grades, 

and His only text was ancient and well-worné 

His students were the poor, the lame, the deaf, the blind, the outcast - 

and His method was the same with all who came to hear and learné 

He opened eyes with faithé 

He opened ears with simple truthé 

and opened hearts with love, 

and love born of forgivenessé 

A gentle man, a humble man, He asked and won no honours 

no gold awards of tribute to His expertise or wisdomé 

And yet this quiet teacher from the hills of Galilee has fed 

the needs and fulfilled the hopes, and changed the lives of many millionsé 

For what He taught brought heaven to earth and 

Godôs heart to mankind.  
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Congratulations to Emily Biordi from Bradman House who was  presented with a Silver  

Principalôs Award for earning a minimum of 75 merits for her house.  Well done, Emily! 

Congratulations to the following students who joined the 100 Club by earning 100 merits for their 

house.  Well done! 

 

BRADMAN     CAMPION     CUMBERLAND  

Tabytha Henry   Josephine Walker   Callum Elliott 

Emily Biordi    Olivia Broadhead   Olivia Elliott 

     Myer-Alyce Vesperman 

LOYOLA     Jessica Bunting 

Olivia Canak     Trent Hunter  

Natalia Canak  

Lily Newbould    MACKILLOP    McCORMACK  

Britany Pelle     Jack Hughes    Brooke Hamilton 

Alex Moore     James Moir    Sofie Wainwright 

Taylor Newbould    Maria Yelavich 

Rebecca Mifsud  
Taylor Garrett  
Alyssa Gordon  

 

 

 

 
On Monday the 20th of August, Miss Robertson and Mr  
Kempis took nine girls to The Joan Sutherland Centre to  
perform in the PDSSSC Dance Gala Day.  The girls did a  
phenomenal job.  
 
Kaitlin McKay performed at an astonishing level,  winning  
the Senior Solo Category convincingly with the piece she  
ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ &ÌÏÒÅÎÃÅ Ϲ 4ÈÅ -ÁÃÈÉÎÅȭÓȟ Ȭ.ÅÖÅÒ ,ÅÔ -Å 'ÏȱȢ  
Tayla Pedler performed a beautiful Junior Lyrical Solo to a 
piece of music by Carlos Santana.  She did an absolutely 
amazing job.  
 
Madelynne Hall, Tayla Pedler, Tabytha Henry, Adriana Beslic, Shanae Tucker, Jessica Thompson, Josie  
Goni-#ÅÎÉÚÁ ÁÎÄ #ÈÌÏÅ #ÁÒÔÅÒ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ Á "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ ÊÁÚÚ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ Ȱ!ÌÌ 4ÈÁÔ *ÁÚÚȱ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÓÏ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆ 
them as they did a wonderful job.  The amount of effort these girls put into rehearsals, giving up every lunch 
time and Thursday afternoons to come and practise is an astonishing effort.  
 
Thank you, girls, so much for all the effort you put in.  You were fantastic on the day. 
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